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* American Town, (Aware Records)

meurﬁghnnglmn‘tahanﬂ In
r Los Angeles
musician John Ondrasik. -

That is the first hint that more

| than a little pretense might be

involved in this debut album. Mr.
Ondrasik does possess a first-rate
voice, and he also has a talent for
catchy and quirky songs that will
serve him well ina career.
_But first he needs to get over

Been there, done that, John.
If he would let his hair down a

‘| ‘Bit, Mr. Ondrasik could really blos-
‘| soim as a major talent. He has an
" eye for the weird, suchi as his pecu-

liar little meditation on hero-wor-

“|" ship, “Michael Jordan.” This album
- is a good start but, as as an athlete

like Mr. Jordan might say, Mr.
Ondrasik needs to take it to the next

‘| level next ime out— Sean Scully
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/| Selftitled (Columbia)

Evan and Jaron Lowenstein seem to

-] * have it all — handsome semipro base-

. ball-playing brothers from Atlanta
' who just happen to have a contract
. with Columbia Records and can boast
+|“the legendary Mick Fleetwood and
:I- superproducer Glen Ballard as col-
:|' laborators on their new album.
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Evan and Jaron have the making

* of stars. The album offers catchy and

lyrics, imaginative production
musicianship.
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And yet, an elusive something is

: mussing. It all sounds like the best

album Matthew Sweet never

.; ly begin to run together. If the

:1 brothers really want to break out
-| of the alt-pop herd, they will devel-
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