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| How the people who
brought you medical marijuana have set their
sights on lifting the ban for everyone

By JOEL STEIN LAS VEGAS
FHE 1THRie CZEAR 18 HEADY FOR  PRO
wriestling, He alveady has the name, and
oo hie's zot the prefighi tall down cold, In
every speech he makes in Nevada, where
Bush appointes John Walters has traveled
to fight an initiative that would Tegalize
marana, be calls ot his three sworn en

emicsas it he were Tapac Shakur, The czar
has a problem with billionaire phikin-

itheopisks Ceorze Soros. Peter Lewis and |

Jobm Sperling who have bankrolled the
pro-pat movement, and he wanks everyone
le know he's ready for batile, At an Elis
lodze meeting in Las Vesas, he Licks off
their memnes and says, “These people nse ig:
norance and their overwhelming amount
of money to influence the alectoraie. You
duri’t hide behind monoy and retuse to talk
and hire underlings and not stand up and
speak [or yoursel” he says. By the end of o
sitnilar speech at a drogr-frestment center in
Bena, he says, “Let’s stop hiding. Tm here,
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Where ave vout” The cear is bringing it ory,
Betore the new crar was appointed in
December. il was the government’s prefor-
anes not o address the lepalizers, But the
pro-pol movement bas zained s0 much
erovmd they ean’t be ipnored as a fringe el-
ewnenl. Aamericans; it bens ot aren’t con-
tlicted in their attitude toward marijoans.
They want it illegal but not really enforeed.
A Timafcwn polllast weel found that only
4% want pol to be totally legalized (the
porcentage has almost doubled since 1986).
Bul a vast majority. have become mellow
about official loopholes: 809 think its 0K
lo dispense pot for medical purposes, and
2% think poople caught with it for reene-
atiomal use should get off with only a fine,
Thal seeming paradex has left a hoge
vpening for pro-pot people o exploit.
Fight states allow medical marjuana; and
a handful of states have reduced: the sen
tences for pol smokers o almost nothing,
The midterm election Nov, 5 has light

et up the issue even more. While control of
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