Ithough the election is still -

18 months away,

gubernatorial politics

already drives etvents

in Maryland. What .

follows is a handicap
per's guide to selected candi-
dates. Candidates are rated from .
Zero to 10, with zero

November 1998. The ratings are
unscientific and pretty much

, as shall become obvi-
ous, andﬂlellstlsn’tmteuﬂedm
be exhaustive.

Gov. Parris N. Etendemm:

mg:g

,  The incum-

| bent Democrat
used the power
of the purse
skillfully to
move a cam-
Daign against

. urban sprawl and a bailout for
the troubled Baltimore city
schools the General
-Assembly. He has thus far
diverted the conversation away
from his failures.

Ellen Sauerbrey

Appears set
1o be the
Republican
nominee :
She has been
cdmpaigning  *
and raising
money continu-
ously since her near-victory in
1994, She still suffers from the
“Ellen Sour-grapes” label, but is
working on a softer image.

[ BenCardin___|

Rating:

Said to be
seriously con-
sidering a pri-
mary challenge
to Mr. Glenden-
ing. His laid-
back style, win-
ning
personality, ability to raise
maoney and background as for-
mer speaker of the House of Del-
egates make the congressman a
serious contender. But is the Bal-
timore Democrat crazy enough
to leave the cushy confines of
Capitol Hill for a stab at the

mme-:[ualm ,Mnnt
gumer;rCnunt:.rorPnnce
- George's County.

. That’s
E politics

State House?

Chuuck Ecker |

Gov. George AIIEn

terms. But what's to stop the son
of the great coach George Allen

from following his beloved Wash-
ington Redskins in their move to
Landover?

Ex-Gov. William Donald
Schaefer

Rating: |

- Appears to
be retired, but
Mr. Schaefer
has always
been a bit
unpredictable.
Besides, his ego
can't let him
second-guess every other elected
official in Maryland forever.

BHave an item for That's Poli-
tics? Call Sean Scully at 301/858-
6355 or write to him at The
Washington Times, 3600 New
mrk:}q.ue. NE, Washington, D.C.
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Ellen saves the Earth

Mot only can she run for gov-
crnor of Maryland, Republican
Ellen Sauerbrey can save the
planet,

Said a press release from the
Sauerbrey campaign this week:

“Ellen Saverbrey announced
telay a revolutionary environ-
mental technigue, which may
save much of Maryland's crab-
Ilinlg:_lind:rslr}r.“

The: new technigue: re-
planting bay grasses, the once-
plentiful vegetation that pro-
vitles # safe home for crabs and
ather aguatic life.

Funmy thing is, though, the
technigue is neither entirely
new nor entirely revolutionary.

"We have been working with
5AVE [submerged agquatic vege-
tation, or hay grass] for years
niw;" a state Department of
Matural Resources spokesman
said,

Mor did Mrs, Sauerbrey de-
velap the technigue. That honor
goes o waterman and Saver-
brey supporter Jim Iman.

Mr. Iman did come up with a
novel angle: replanting the
seeds from tons of grass hauled
up by crab pots and floats.
Those plants used to go to
waste,

But Mr. Iman came up with
the idea years ago, and DNR
sclentists are now working out
the best way to apply the tech-
niggue: throughout the Chesa-
peake Bay, said Dave Goshorn,
chiefl of the department’s Living
Resources Assessment Pro-
Bram.

"1t% not going to sobve all the
proublems, but it's something at
least” Mr. Goshorn said,

Mrs. Saverbrey's campaign
tidn’t flinch when teased about
the hyperbolic keadline on the
press release.

"Especially a5 a former biol-
opy teacher, she is committed to
the environment,” spokeswoman
Laura Woolfrey said. "Peaple
like to think that Republicans
like to drink dirty water and
hreathe dirty air, when in Fact
we enjoy being stewards of the
envirnonment."

Mext week: Ellen cures can-
COr,

__Guarding the rear

Democrals in Montgomery
and Prince GGeorpe's counties
have been making ominous
nnises about Maryland Gow
Parriz N. Glendening lately. The
pevernor, therefore, has moved
ter ghore up his home territory
by naming two Washington-area
powers tn key positions in his
re-election campaign.

Michael Barnes — a Washing-
ton lawyer, former congressman
and Democratic Party activist
— will head up the campaign,
Mr. Glendening announced
Werlnesday.

Mr. Barnes representbed
Montgomery County in the
Houwse of Representatives from
1979 10 1987, He gave up the

Setting the pace

Virginia Gov. George F, Allen, his wife, Susan (left), and filness
expert Denise Auslin lead a two-mile walk during yesterday's
kickoff festivifies for the Commission on Fitness in Richmond.

Ellen R. Saverbrey

4

position fior an unsuccessful run
for govermor,

His appointment, along with
the recent selection of Prince
Georges County lawver Peler
Krauser as state Democratic
Party chairman, consolidates
the leadership of the re-clection
effort in the Washington sub-
urhs, which, with Baltimore
city, produced Mr. Glendening's
1994 victory,

Some Washinglon-area
Democrals have become less
than pleased with Mr. Glenden-
ing: The former county execu-
tive left Prince George's County
with an imposing budget deficil,
he handed over 200 million in
state money for s football sta-
dium in Baltimore, and he
backed a $254 million bailout
for Baltimore city schools with-
out forking over as much extra
schonl money as suburban
counties demanded for them-
relves,

But Mr. Glendening's cam-
paign denies he is pandering to
the Washington suburbs 1o
shore up his home territory.

“I think Mike [Barnes] has a

reputation of being concerned
about all of Maryland,” Mr.
Krauser said.

Mr. Barnes said the re-
election team “will be repre-
sentative of people from all
parts of the state”

Fighting tradition

Virginians do love their tradi-
tions — even some unpleasant
ones — so Republican guberna-
torial candidate James 5. Gil-
more II1 may be venturing into
dangerous territory.

Mr. Gilmore promises o
eliminate much of the state’s lo-
cal 1l£:rsunal property tax. But
while many state residents hate

the tax, his promise fies in the -

face of three centuries af Vir-

- ginia tradition.

The first tax on personal
property in Virgima came in
1654, when the House of Bur-
pesses voted o tax cattle and
sheep. Because most of the bur-
gesses were plantation owners
whao owned cattle and sheep, the
tax was not énforced for dec-
ades until the the colonists
found they needed the tax rev-
ene for o war.

In 1842, the General Assem-
hly added watches, pianos, gold
amd silver plates, and clocks.
Nine years later the constitution
extended the: tax to all personal
property.

Today the personal property
tax focuses on the state’s 4.1
million vehicles, providing the
second-largest zource of local
revenue: 31,1 billion a year, or
about 14 percent of the total.

Mr. Gilmore has said growing
tax revenue from ither sources
would pay for the proposal.

o This column iz bused in part
o wire service reports. Have
winy ibern for Thats Politics? Cell
Sean Scully al 201 /R58-6555 or
write to him at The Washington
Tireves, 3600 New York Ave. NE,
Washirgton, [0 200032,
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