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‘Real people’ have their say

Amateurs

get floor
on Lobby

Night

By Sean Scully
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ANNAPOLIS
f there is such a thing as
amateur night in this
city of professional poli-
ticians, it's Monday
night.
On Monday nights —
"Lobby Might™ — both
houses of the General Assembly
meet in special sossions &t B pm.
The late opening — while trou-
blesome for legislators, staff, and
deadline-pressed media organi-
zations — offers Maryland resi-
dents a unique chance to meet
and lobby elected officials dur-
ing off hours.

The atmosphere is slightly
different from daytime lawmak-
ing. Dress is a little more casual,
lepislators a little more relaxed
and the air is full of enticing snip-
pets of conversation,

“That means we have a very
narrow window of oppormunity,”
explains one Lobby Night vet as
she leads a group of determined-
looking younger women in
search of legislators through the
House office building.

“And this i5 the president of
the lodge. We've come down here
tomight to talk,” says another
voice from a delegate's office.

Grass-roots lobbyists turn out
by the dezens, even the hun-
dreds, on Lobby Might.

“I think it's great they take the
time to be available for you at
night,” said Natalie Bono, 30, an
Aspen Hill waitress who turned

Students from St. Pius X take part in Lobby nght They want more money for private schools,

out one Monday night to lobby on
motorcycle-related issues. "A lot
of us work during the day.”
"“Yeah, if you can find someone
to talk to™ at night, said Mike
Sage, 33, 8 Rockville machinist
and assistant legislative director
of Maryland ABATE (A Brother-
hood Advancing Teaching and
Education), 8 motorcycle-rights

ETOup.

Many legislators, he said, are
s0 tied up at receptions Monday
nights that they are hard to find.

“Sometimes we have our own
reception, lure 'sm in,” Gaithers-
burg electrical desipner Joe
Moltz, 54, said. "Wine and dine
‘e

"Moot wine — that pets expen-
sive,” Mr. Sage said.

“Ritz cracker and Coke ‘em,”
amended Damascus grocery
store manager Jeff Klansek, 43,

Lawmakers say they enjoy the
change of pace,

“T'm not ene for professional
lobbyists . . . I definitely like the

amateur aspect of it” said Dele-
gate Raymond Beck, Montgom-
ery County Democrat.

“I"'m just impressed with their
demeanor, their presentation
and their commitment to their is-
sues,” said Delegate David Fu-
dolph, Cecil County Democrat.

Mass rallies are a staple of
Lobby Wight. Usually a crowd
gathers in Lawyer's Sguare, at
the foot of the Ftate House steps,
at about 6:30 p.m.

Lobby night “sounds like a

reat idea ... I usually don't get

from work until 6," sai

Don Blair, 38, a Baltimore me-
chanic. Mr. Blair, a first-time
visitor to the legislature, was
among hundreds of parents who
rned out for a private-school
funding rally Feb. 3.

"It gives the typical pop-
ulation, real people, the chance
to meet with legislators and tell
thern what's on their minds,” said
Bill Blaul, spokesman for the
Archdiocese of Baltimore, one of

the organizers of the Feb. 3 rally.

Most of the people at that
rally, he said, wouldn't have been
able to attend if it had been held
during normal business hours.

Lobby Night is a tradition as
old a5 most people can remem-
ber, but it has changed radically
in just the past few years.

There was a time, not 50 long
ago and before a series of new
laws sharply limited the gifts
lawmakers can receive, when
Lobby Night really belonged w
the professionals.

That's not to say legislators
didn't meet with constiteents be-
fore the & p.m. session. But the
real action happened afterward,
when professional lobbyists
would grab lawmakers and go o
o expense-account dinners.

“Harry Brown's was so
criwded you could hardly walk
through,” House Minority Lead-

er Robert Kittleman, Howard
Co‘unl‘q.r Republican, recalled of
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the Armap-uhs Lnnd.n:mrk resteu-
rant.

He said Bﬁucs mﬂurm ended
the dominance of the profession-
als on Monday nights, the deep-
pmmd Inbb]nsta k.unwn as

" sponsors. -

“T haven't heard the word
sponsor used in’ three, four
years,” Mr. Kittleman said.
There is a whole generation of
younger lawmakers “who prob-
ably dnnt even h:mw wha‘t ﬂ:a:
means,”

e

These days, Mmday nights
are securely in the hanl:ls of the
Amateurs.

Last weel, suppm'ten'. nf a
free-tuition plan put forward by
Gowv. Parris Glendening brought
high school and college students
to the State House for Lobby
Night. The governor himself took
advantage of the rally to speak on
behalf of his embattled Hope
Scholarships proposal.

Atl.haam'nel-:i:::é,};he Mary-

campaign finance reform. is-
lation has passed the House
remains under consideration I:-y
the Senate.

Tomight, the American Lung
Association will use Lobby Night
to push the General Assembly on
a variety of anti-tobacco mea-
sures, including cigarette tax in-
creases and a ban on vending
machine sales, The group plans
o surround the State House with
a chain of smoking upplm.emts j.n
an event they are
“bmakmg the chain of tobar.r.u
addition” rally.

Ez Sean Scully
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ANNAPOLIS — State legisla-
tors speak a language all their
owm, sometimes inscrutable to
all except themselves, Some peo-
ple wonder how intelligible it is
to the legislators themselves.

Herewith, some words and
definitions for foreign travelers
in Legislative Land:

= Without objection: Comrmit-
tee chairmen, the House speaker
and Senate president use these
words 10 indicate a unanimous
agreement by the assembled leg-
islators. In practice, this means
“the chairman likes it this way
and nobody better get up to
whine about it now"”

® Sponsor (meaning #1): The
delegate or senator who crafted
a bill or who signed on as a sup-

A primer on lawmakers’ jargon

porter when it was introduced.

s Sponsor (meaning #2): A
Iobbyist who picks up the tab for
dinner or drinks. This word has
fallen out of regular use in this
era of ethics reports and gift lim-
its, but it still eccasionally pops

up.

# First reader: The way a bill
reads when it is first introduced.
This often bears no resemblance
to what the bill will look like
when a committee is finished
chopping it up.

# Second rpader: The way a
bill reads when the committes is
finished chopping it up. This of-
ten bears no resemblance to
what the hill will look like when
the full House or Senate is fin-

Annapolis

ished chopping it up.

® Third reader: The way a bill
reads when the full House or
Senate is finished chopping it up
and is ready to take a final vote
on Ik

* Unfavorable report: A term
committees use to explain that
they hated a hill and killed it

& FWA: Favorable with amend-
menis, a term commitiees use,
while bringing a bill to the floor,
te acknowledge that they
chopped it up first. Amendments
are sometimes purely technical
— correcting musprints or add-
ing sponsors — but sometimes
they completely change the
meaning of the law.

® Yield: Asked of a legislator
who is speaking on a bill — usu-
ally the bill's sponsor or the
chairman of the committes that
approved it — by another law-
maker who wanls to ask a ques-
tion or, more likely, make a rhe-

torical point about the bill, “Will
the sponsor yield?™ is never met
with a "No' But some veteran
committee chairmen have been
known to get annoved and simply
sit down — to stop yielding, as it
were — eff Iy cutting off
debate.

e The distinguished gentle-
man (or lady). What delegates
and senators must call one an-
other during regular sessions.
Mormally, legislators may not
call one another by name during
sessions without permission of
the :ure:mﬂmg officer. While “dis-
tinguished” is intended as & sign
of respect between lavmakers, it
can be said in such a way az to
make it clear that the “distin-
guished gentleman® is a nitwit.

® Sine die: "Without another
day” The long-awaited last day of
the session.
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