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ost of Gen, Stoewall

Jackson is buried in

} The rest of him i

buried more than 100 miles sy,

on 4 windswept hill in a nearly for-

gatten corner of rural central Wir-
Einia

The tale of Jackson's wounding
is well known — on the aight
May 2, 1843, Jackson and a party
of nides Welt on & moonlit recan-
naizaance in front of Confederate
lines after a hard dey of fighting
near Chancellorsville. His troops,

Tnukbd by rumors of & Undon cav-
ry raid, mistakenly opened firs
on the r_'ll:'l:'l:m as they returned.

Jackson was hit by three shots
Doctors amputated his left arm
early the next day at a fleld hospi-
tal mear Widerness Tavern, a few
miles from the battlefield, Despite
imitial hope that he would recover,
the exhavsted Jackson died of
preumonia 8 weel kater,

What is nat well known is that
Jackson's left arm did mot meake the
rip back to his adoptive home
town of Lexington, where he is
buried. Nor was the arm lost,
dumped in a common grave as
were 50 many bodies and bedy
parts during the bloody Civil War.

Shortly after the amputathon,
Jackeon's corps chaplain, the Rev.
Bewerly Tucker Lacy, found the
&rm Bedr Jackson's tent, He took
the limb 1o the home of his brather,
caincidentally less than a mile
away. He burled It in the family
cemetery while Jackson was still
alive,

"It was kind of a gruesome
shock"” to realize thar Jackson is
buried in two places, said Ed

| Freewater, staring at Jackson's

greve In Lexington an & raimy day
in Qctober,
Mr. Freewater, an Ohlo ad
agum:y awner an & historical tour
Virginia, first learned of the
arm's grave site & faw days before
wh|5= wsmng the Chancellorsville

"Pe who've pever known
[at-uutma arm)] bafore kind of look
At vou twice" Chancellorsville
park historian Janice Frye said. "It
does sound & little bizame™

Adding to the oddity of the
story, the farm where the arm is
buried, known &= Ellwood, secved
as headquarters for Union Gen.
Gouverneur K. Warren during the
brutal Battle of the Wilderness a
year after Jackson's death. Union
soldiers lkely walked over or even
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Whila Gan. Stonewall Jackson |s burked In Lexingtan, Va., hls amputated left s has its own grave near ChanceBorswlle.

camped on the arm,
marked by & gravestone.

In 190G, James Power Semith,
one of Jackson's wartime aides,

A series of granite markers
at Chancellorsville and ather
nearby bartlefields, One of the 10
maarkers wad over the site of his ald
commander’s arm,

The simple stone marker seys
anly "Arm of Stonewall Jackson,
May 3, 1853"

Jdackson’s marker is the only
awne in the family cemetery,
which sits on @ small kpoll in a
cornfleld just out of sight of the
house. The cermetery (3 ringed
with & rail fence and a grove of
trees, the anly trees for hundreds
af feet aroan:

then un-

Except for the faint sound of
trucks from nearhy routes 3 and
20, the scepe seems like it has pat
changed in the 134 years since
Jackson's death.

Although the Mational Park Ser-
vice 04ms the site, it does linke to
advertise the dence af the his-
torical limb, The area is not gener-
ally open to the public, although if
anyong asks about Ellwond or the
arm, park employees will give out
a ng pass and directions
visit the site.

There has been some talk of
opening Ellwond as a visitor cen-
ner, but tight budgets mean that the
Park Service canpot do much but

The lack of publicity, or of easy
nccess, makas Ellwood amd the
cemedery ane of the most peaceful

aced on the otherwise crowded

ttlefizlds arcund Fredaricks.
burg.

ut things have pot always been

sr.i- placid arpund the arm’s esting
ace.

In 192, the commandant of the
Marine Corps, Gen, Smedbey D
Butler, condocted massive war
games sceoss the felds of Spotayl-
vania and Orange counties — in-
cluding a demanstration of the nse
of air power against ships.

For mo immediately obvious
reason, e piched the deep creck
bed that marks the edge af the EN-
wind property to build o dammy

ship. He invited President Warren
G. Harding and state and federal
dignitaries to watch the bombing
demonatration from the front lasm
of the house.

During the mayhem, the owner
of the bowse told Butler that Jack-
son's arm was buried just a few
bundred fest away, The general re-
fused ta believe the story &nd sent
a detachment to dig up the ceme-
tery. Mear the base of Fower's
monument, the stmned Marines
found arm bones buried in & small
box,
Butler reburied the arm in a
metal bax. With & chacacterisc
Nourlsh, he added his own plague
i t'he unﬁlrml granite marker:
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drive to the Chancellorsville
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Battlefiedd
From Wuhmglun dl:in:né
south oo Intarstate #5 lxru‘.t =]
miles o Fr Take
Route 3 weat toward Calpepdr,
The Chancellorsvills visitor cen-
ter B about 10 miles west of
Fredericksharg on the right. ™"
ﬂ.m u':uebud;r. g
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Stonewsall Jackson, by the Esst
Coast 'E.erd'.iI:iunar:.r Force, 115
Marines, Sept. 26-Oct, 4, 18217,

Fearing that the plague coukd
become the target of ruthless redic
hunters, the Park Sarvice keepq it
safely locked wp at Chancellors-
wille. Visitors can, bowever, ask o
see it

It Ia strangely fitting that the
arm was ance disturbed — its arig-

inal owner has not enjoyed undis- |

turbed peace aither,

Jackson's body originally wes
buried ender a modest gravesions
a few blocks from his Lexington
howse, It was later unearthed and
moved in a nearby crypt under the
towering Jackson statue that
stands at the center of the ceme-
tery today.

re i o mention at the Lex-
Ington grave site that Jecksans
bady is, w0 put it bluntly, less than
complete.

Sean Scully reports on thi
.fr:l'ﬂr_'.lrara!.! Genernl Assermhly jor
The Waskingran Times,

keep the historic home from falling
diown.
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