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New party ai aims to make South rise agam

About 100 gather
1o begin launching
' reborn Confederacy

| By Saan SCUE'

| THE ki

ASHEVILLE, M.C, — The notion

that the South will rise again

| doesn't seem B0 strange o John
| Wiseman Simmons.

'"This is part of who I am. It's

part of my heritage™ -

| mons, & cHnputer nma]s-ﬂ from

| Ml:m'phl.s.. said a1 yesterday's can-

| wnmnttén?uum:mi U‘Jb{:;[:cl:ﬂ'l.d at-

:emj.n e an in Epm.d.em

Southern on. “My anc
Lived under ane m.cu-eﬂag ﬂu.umr\-
eryhody glse — there's somwthing
special abaut it”

Mr. Simmons and abowt 100
wther Southern patriots turned out
on & balmy North Cavoling after-
noon to witness the signing of the
Agheville Declaration = billed by
the: suthars st the South's declara-
tom of independencs — and o get
in on the ground floor of the new
“Southern Party! & uslrmal fé-
Homalist party explicitly commit-
ted o the founding of & new Con-
federacy.

“This is most important event in
Dixie since Less surrender at
Appomattoe,” said Jermy Bedey,
frst vice chairman of the new

party

“Ome-hundred and thirty-four
years alter the shotgun ing at
Appomatos, the Southern nation is
rising again” said George Kalas,
chairman of the party.

But the ml.llbdi::P]m‘ dﬂuu new
party are not simply dreamers,
they insdat, besotted by the roman-
ticized images of “Gone With the
Wind™ and endlessly deeaming af
thix glory of "The Lost Cause."

Instead, they say, the Southern
Party represents a genuine at-
|| o give the distinctive fAavor
af :Eu South & political face and
regtare the iden that the states are
mare than mere postal codea,

"All we have to do is dust off the
Confederate constimtion, redset
out all the anachronistic ref-
erences o involuntary servitude

oo and we would alveady have &
ernment that is more free than
ane we are already living un-

| der) Mr. Ealns said, drawing rous-
| Ing applause fram the convention
| delegates,

And they have some modern
| precedents, The independence

movement in Quebsac b=pan a8 a8
| pipe dream in the mid-1%60s —

ke sthout 8 percent suppart in
1963 — var it has become 8 serious

pomsm force.
Likewise, nationallat parties in
’?mﬂmd and Walea have managed
to force the British rmment to
| grant them considersble home
rule and have, for the first time in
| almoat three centuries, called into
| Et_uuiiun the future of the Unlted
ingdom

Southern inde "wan't
be in my lifstime," said Dana
Gibba, 25, of

of two young c
"Hepefully, it will bein the lifetime
ul'lmrammd daughter”

mnc rogram of the
m‘:m ‘out &t & con-
next year, but there are a
elements — limited

emmm. law tacoation, mﬂ
tional neutrality, stste’s rights and
private education. Above all is ad-
herence to the literal words of the
U8, Constitution, Ln oF out af the
current federal union,

"The last hnﬁl:}w#mﬁ;mmsﬁm-
tional ]
af the Su:!1.ll['|;h'h|',rtt the Asheville %
mﬂ.og.%l v Celtic
and sh in culture, true 1o :heu-

I'mh.. inspired h:-r

and sacrifices
Colarial and L‘mﬁ!‘ed:mle foreLs-
thers, amd jeabauws of thedr ancleat
liberties."

The point of the party — which
will start by fielding candidstes far
the various state begislntures — "in
cne ward is liberty. .. . The federal

rument had iotally stepped

d the contract it made with

the states™ when the Constitution
was first rotified, said Dennis

Purl'[.' Chelrman Gear
display copsas of the

Kalas (lefl) and Vice C!"lalrma.r‘ldarry Baxley
shevile Declaration adepted by delegates

Et::il:r, a dentist from Tallahasees,

The organdzers of the Southern
Pmynr: quick to say they are pot
interested in the most emationally
sensitive l]'l.lt:il:ﬂil. nd'ﬂ.ehlumﬁhr;
eracy — alavery. Althoug

crowd in Asheville vesterday was
entirely white and predominantly
male, organizers inaist they are

open to all residents of the South of
whatever race or ethnicity.

"Sputherners are nal a race,
they are & people,” Mr. Kalas said
in his lengthy and forceful speech
to the convention.

As their banner, organizers
chase the final official flag of the
Confederate states, adopted [
March 1845 as the war effort col-

AP phyrg

lapsed — a white flag with & wide
red stripe wp the right side and the
Fampus Confederate bartle fiag in
the upper left corner,

The symbolizm I8 impurtant, ar-
ganizers say. The flag was ap-
proved by the Confiederate Con-
gress & manth after legislstors
Agreed to enlist black soldiers in
the Southern army, & move widely
seen 88 the end of slavery in the
South, That means the fnal banner
was clearhy a symbol for all South-
erners, Mr. Kalas said,

"The South ig 8 multiethnic and
multicultural area; it alwayes has
been," Mr. Simrmons said.

Althaugh yesterday's evenl was
suffiesed with the symbals and lan-
guage of the Old South — including
armed re-enactors in the unlforms
of the Confederate armies — Mr,
Kalas decreed an absolute ban on
any party member advocating vio-
lenee o cverfhrosin the current
government,

I 1alking with friends abowt the
party's dream of independence,
Mr Simmons said, “1 hed one or
two who said ‘isn't that subver-
sived* "

“1 sadd 0, he said with a grin
:mii n shrug, "1t's all perfectly le-
Eal”

T

Secession |
may not .
have been
ruled out |

Texas vs. White
leaves door open’.

By Sean Scully
THE WAS IR0 F iy

It may be a surprise to mast
Americans, but the Civil War difl.[
mot selibe the question of seceasion .|,
in the United States.

The Supreme Court ratified |J:|i.L
result of the war in 1868,
that the unilateral secession
1861 was unconstitutional, .

But that famous case, known ag |
Tewas vs, White, left ome.tantaliz-
i possibility that could open e
door far the S':murlh fio pise again.

The justices ruled that, at the,
mament Texas ratlfied the Constis |
lution and hecame a ULS, state in
1845, “the unlon between Texag
and the ather sates Wwos 85 com- '}
plete, &2 perpetual. and as indis-
aoluble &% the union between the

iginal states™

at seema 1o rule out any fus l
e secession, except for the next
sentence, -
*There was oo place far reconsi-
deration, ar revocation, excepd
through revalution or through con-
send of the States,” they added.

The “revolution” part didn
work out so well the frst dme,
from a Southern perspective,
meaning A seoond attempt s not
veey Likely.

o what about the
the states” part?

Constitional schalar A.E, Dick
Howard, a law profeasoe at the of
University of Virginia, says the
court, with that phrass, left the
dour apen, if anly & crack, to seces-
Eina,

Its nal, however, exactly clear |
what the justices bad In misd — -§
Texas va. White does not elaborate
on that hint and the court has not
atbdressed secession again.

Most likely, he said, 5 begal ae- |
ceasion would take the form of an
"interstate compact™ drafted and [

Furwea by Congress. It is poss- ~
however unlikely, for & state or,
sz,jp of states 1o negotiate suc- §
ully for secession. L

Just biowr that could be achieved
is mot clear. Secession minded
states could, as they did in 1861,
call a corventlan or hald a referen £
dum on independence. Since the |
Supreme Court outlawed undlak-
eral secossion, separatista would
atill meed the permission of Com- |
gress and the other states o they o'
could once more face armed inter-
wvenlion o restore the Unbon,

"eonsent of




