New Hampshlre makes a difference

Special Hepurt -

Political careers have risen, fallen there

By Sean Scully
THE WaSHINGTON TIMES

NASHUA, N.H. — Funny things
happen when politicians go to New
Hampshire — expectations and
plans are upset, lives and even his-
tory are changed.

“A lot of people have gone to bed
Monday [before the primary]
thinking they were going to be
president and they wake up
Wednesday very disappointed”
said Tom Rath, a Republican Na-
tional Committee member from
New Hampshire and a longtime
party activist.

The first-in-the-nation primary
is a quadrennial institution that
has provoked a series of memo-
rable, and history-defining, mo-
ments: Sen. Edmund 8. Muskie

crying in front of the Manchester
Union Leader, Sen. Joseph R.
Biden Jr. losing his temper over an
innocent question by a local teach-
er, Ronald Reagan wrestling for
the microphone at a candidates’ fo-
rum, Michigan Gov. George Rom-
ney declaring he had been “hrain-
washed" into supporting the
Vietnam War.

The New Hampshire primary
has effectively ended a series of
political careers. President Tru-
man quietly backed out of the 1952
contest after losing to Estes Kefau-
ver, an eccentric senator from Ten-
nessee who was famous for cam-
paigning in a coonskin cap and
slogging through the brutal New
Hampshire winters on a dog sled.

see CAREERS, page A8
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Fhiote by Kennath LambartiThe Washingion Times
Final push: John McCain and wife Cindy answer questions after he
spoke at the VFW post in Franklin, N.H., two days before the
Republican primary in which he is battling Texas Gov. George W. Bush.
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President Johnaon hlil.ucl out of
the race in 1968 even after he won
in MNew ]'Iu'npuhl.r: deciding l-ng
margin of viclery was &
from a war-weary eleciorate. Pat
Buchanan's upset win in 1996 was
the first concrete sign that Sen,
Bab Dobe was Fnished

New Hampshirites react badly
“when the press wries w shove a
candidate down our throats” ssid

resident Charles Brere-

tan, author of the 1987 book “First
in the MNathon." .
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the conventional wisdosm.

“We give the counlry an excuse
to leawe 18 say” he

Arbiter of fates

In exactly that New Hamp-
shire has made u‘.;':“umen of as
many underdogs as it has de-
urwed Frant-runners.
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mamy Whod™ o
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s showing in Ran-
ald Feagan's narrow loss in 1976
eslahli him a5 the conserva-
live standard-bearer in 1980, when
he unseated Mr. Carter.

The primary dates Brnm 1913,
when New Hampshire shandoned
the traditional caucus system. It
claimed the first-in-the-nation tite

in 1920, when Indiana maved its
mnmnr from March to May and
mnedola sopped holding pei-
maries

Butrtwumd uniil 1952 that the
Egmnf a3 a defining
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Sen. Paul Trongas bear Arkansas
| Gov. Bill Clinton, who went on 1o
‘win the party nomination and the
presidency.

Defenders of the New
shire

Altered state

Mr. Gregg zealously defends the
a small cormer of the

“I:fgjnirm”nf':;ﬂmm hilia, in-
c a s=t ate trading
cards, designed by Mr him-
SiT, it s the caloeri e
of the primary and highlight i
importance

But there are p]mnrofpﬁ?k
who aren't 50 sure the power New
Hampshire holds is a g;undﬂ'[mg
| Every four years, new
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plaining about the sysem.

T};“r?;wt comsilent argument
agai oW Hampshire's special
SLars is the state’s small size and
amesual jcs.

leaning New England

Bt things are changing.

The popubous southeastern car-
ner ol the state has become a haven
for high-tech refugees from the
sprawl of Boston, That has meant
the bucalic, rural stereotype of
New Hampshire is umder
sure. Cities swch as Mashus and
Manchester have suddenly come
face-to-face with explosive
growth, suburban sprawl, fran-
chise stores and 1raffic congestion.
¥ are 5

suddenly come
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Mr. Gregg said. “They don't have
the Hew Hampshire ethes for poli-
tics™
Included in the influx are peaple
from the mare liberal states of

e T
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They have also brought Demo-
cratic politics 1o a rock-ribbed Re-
publican state, After of Re-

ublican dominaticn, for example,

ts managed in 1996 1o

elect & Democratic governor,
Jeanne Shaheen,

ond term Twoe vears later.
While the newcomers may

barleground than the Granite
State” wrute Bill Pascos, political
directar of the American Coaser-
vative Union, in this newspaper in

95,
1 think its a beautifl thing that

shire 8 somebow & bellwether for
the enlire country”

MNew Hampshirites shrug off
such criticism.

forces them 1o hit the ground and
Tace vobers eye-lo-eye.

“The pramary 15 a classic exam-
pjg n{ﬂ.r]::em:m palitica at its best.
my cpinton,” Sen. Gregg
"Pmp]e ‘01 imvalved: that waa the
tradition of American politics up
"‘ﬁ'ﬁ"ﬁ'}?ﬁ’" and says New

agrees,

Hampehire has earned its right to
inffuence the process by upholding
thit pdd-fnshioned tradition of elec-
ting presidents. Voters in New
shire, he said, po 1o amazing

to meet candidates and

rurn out for meetings and speeches

mominstion ustdl Auguast,

o draw 3,000 pesple to a dinner
wi years before the election, said
Br. Rath, an adviser to Mr. Alex-
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"W are 4 small state with very
few delegates to offer;” they wroie
in & joint lettar to the Manchester
Unban ]ﬁ;dzr "What rmhﬂ N:I’
Hampsl 50 imparlant w
idential contenders s not our d.d:
gates, but the momentum we de-
liver to those who distinguish

themselves in this ﬁ::: grusling,
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Fully p
ﬁﬂsmpl.tdnnounpuuﬂplum
any pnrmlﬂea or caucuses that
threatened the traditional position
af Wew Hampshire and lown as the
Frst nests.

S0 sucoessiul was the effort that
none of the major contenders
caucus this
manth in Lowisiana. Louisiana of-
ficials eventually admitted defest
and called off the crucus.

Going door-to-door

Candidates are quick to declars)
their loyalty to the primary, lest
New Hampshire volers punish

them. In his Concord headquar-

mmmb.‘lwhlrmlim
Gm"w‘f

poats -wmrl:i

swaaring

hhlguu-m state officials
mmﬂu first-in-the-nation

Bnmmadmuwﬂmﬂt

off the relenless criticism from

alher stal

ﬂnmpﬂ‘ﬂm

and lowa” . Dale told New

mﬂm in 1996, Towa’s
eight days before

election.

you select someane in NEI-'I-!.u.mp
lh:n it's going to have an im-
pmtl] mmﬂu. e said,
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prucess use ine
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11: actually learn from the people
he hopes to represent,” Mr. Alex-
ander told The Washingion Times.
In large states, Mr Alexander
gays, there is I:.I.I'.I.E time for &ny-
thing other than Mnd.-rmu-rs

canned media events, and large
endless, street-level cam-

Hampshire in January
February 8 famously brutal
the East Coast was gripped with its
First arctic |:|:_\Iri snap Ih.l.ll manﬂu..
Mew Hampshire sew wind-chills of
minus-40 degrees.

Even before the cold snap, New
Hampshire was “so cold my teeth
hurt,” Republican candidate John
MiCadn tald vaters in South Caro-
i,

New Hampahire “is a lovely

state, & wonderful place to be,” he
anbd on & warm day in Sumiter, 5.C
"!mt it certainly does ciu]lmm
you"

Under the microscope

But the weather is the least of
the candidates’ concerns, The in-
tense media seruting and the un-
predictable interaction with volters
creates a Elame atmesphers
where a dey slip can spell disaster.

The most (amous case was prob-
e azseling wovand the. Dere

ing vaw
cratic pomination in 1972 After
rful Manchester Union

h]'.a'.lzwin::ﬂ:lm&m.

R. Biden Jr. saw his :m
hopes end with an ill-tmed emo-
tional cutburst before news cam-
Brns.

Mr. Biden was a]nadr reeki
from charges that unﬁ

miamﬁtﬂmaﬁ;ﬂh
politician when he sat down for a
meeting over coffee with

New Hampshire voters in 1987,

Al the end of the mesting,
by C-5PAN, a local teacher m
Mr. Biden which law schood he had
attended and what rank be held in
the graduating class.

“I think I probably have a mach
higher 10 than you do, 1 suspect.
+.. I'd e delighred o st back and
compare my 15 with yours, il youd
like” an angry Mr Biden re

warned out 1o be
angry outburst and
recard were Mthlhhk
ing & in the stabe, *
candidate has 1o be on his or

and defend his message.”
A shot in the arm

Mr. Reagan’s 1980 campaign
showed 'ﬂr:t i well

New Hampshire can provide a
boost just as surely as performing
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The state is also known to revive

sagging candidates in unlikely
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The best example is Richard
New Humgabics prinries than
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other. New Hampshire prob-
smved his political career be-
fore he ever ran for president,
wbmhe was serving as Dwight D
hower's vice pr
During his re-election bid in
1956, Mr. Eisenhower made clear
his distaste f:rml:.r Nixon, and
there was open in Republican
circles that Mr. Eisenhower would
dm:p the l‘s—mer SEnalar.
group of Republican senators,
led by Sen. Styles Bridges of New
Hampshire, arganized & writs-in
campaign in the New
primary, the only contest in the na-
tion where vouers plck a vice pres-
ident separately.
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