New Hampshlre makes a difference

Special Hepurt -

Political careers have risen, fallen there

By Sean Scully
THE WaSHINGTON TIMES

NASHUA, N.H. — Funny things
happen when politicians go to New
Hampshire — expectations and
plans are upset, lives and even his-
tory are changed.

“A lot of people have gone to bed
Monday [before the primary]
thinking they were going to be
president and they wake up
Wednesday very disappointed”
said Tom Rath, a Republican Na-
tional Committee member from
New Hampshire and a longtime
party activist.

The first-in-the-nation primary
is a quadrennial institution that
has provoked a series of memo-
rable, and history-defining, mo-
ments: Sen. Edmund 8. Muskie

crying in front of the Manchester
Union Leader, Sen. Joseph R.
Biden Jr. losing his temper over an
innocent question by a local teach-
er, Ronald Reagan wrestling for
the microphone at a candidates’ fo-
rum, Michigan Gov. George Rom-
ney declaring he had been “hrain-
washed" into supporting the
Vietnam War.

The New Hampshire primary
has effectively ended a series of
political careers. President Tru-
man quietly backed out of the 1952
contest after losing to Estes Kefau-
ver, an eccentric senator from Ten-
nessee who was famous for cam-
paigning in a coonskin cap and
slogging through the brutal New
Hampshire winters on a dog sled.
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Fhiote by Kennath LambartiThe Washingion Times
Final push: John McCain and wife Cindy answer questions after he
spoke at the VFW post in Franklin, N.H., two days before the
Republican primary in which he is battling Texas Gov. George W. Bush.







