Lavishing the largess
on the campaign trail

By Sean Scull
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he meney fairy is on the
maove again in Maryland,
With a new legislative
session looming and an
election less than a year away,
Maryland Gov. Parris N, Glen-
dening has begun his annual
dance, dispensing state largess to
local governments and propos-
ing sound-bite friendly pro-
grams for the masses.
Yesterday, it was Rockville,
where he doled out almost $6
million in state and federal

gages for home buvers in 34
older communities around the
state. Home buyers would re-
ceive & 4 percent loan, about half
what buyers in the open market
are now paying.

And that z&ntekd_asr. the guuer}
nor proposed picking up part o
the college n.En'n:m J%r students
teking technology-related
classes, a move to boost the
state's science and technology in-
dustries, State officiels can't say
how much the program would
cost but estimates range as high

as 512 million.

In recent weeks, the governaor
has raized the prospect of a
health care program for working
poor families — an idea he
floated unsuccessfully last year
— and a financial package of up
to 5250 million to help Prince
George's County schools end ite
25-year-old busing program.

“I think the governor needs a
character transplant, but absent

that, he can pass out & lot of state
money,” House Minority Whip
Robert Flanagan, Howard Coun-
ty Republican, said. "It's good
old-fashioned politics”

The General Assembly comn-
venes Jan. 14. Mr Glendening
faces re-election during the
party primary in Seprember and,
if he wins that, the general elec-
tion two months later. He faces a
stiff challenge in both races.

This is "what governors tradi-
tionally dowhen they want to gﬁ:t
re-elected, brag about all the
money” said William J. Skinner,
president of the Maryland Tax-
pavers League, "but nobody in
Annapolis is talking about the
poor taxpayer”

But the ﬁnvern{:r resolutely
denies that he is doing anything
unusual, N

“It’s all part of the natural pro-
cess," he said yesterday.

The clean-water grant, for ex-
ample, has been in process since
M?}'. he said. 'I;:de fed;ra] budget
only just passed, and yesterday
wasz the earliest possible day to
annpunce the grant.

The money dance is an annual
event, By this ime last year, the
governor hed proposed a 10 per-
cent income-tax cut, free health
care for working-poor mothers,
free college tuition for Maryland
residents and a $254 million bail-
put for Baltimore city public
e did

governor didn't get his

health care and tuition plans last

gear, He got the tax cut and the

altimore deal, but only after
taking a political beating.

This year, he's being a little

maore careful. Many of the pro-
grams he is propoging are not as
expensive for the state as last
year's package would have been,

The low-cost mortgage pro-
gram, for example, would be paid
for by a one-time savings from
refinancing long-term bonds.
The clean-water grants are most-
Iy peid for by the federal govern-
ment, And his new tuition and
health care programs are more
modest than the ones he backed
last year.

And there's good news for the
governor and ggendmgvmmdzd
legislators, all of whom face re-
election along with the governor.
Because of better-than-expected
economic growth, the state
stands to have extra money at the
end of next vear. By some esti-
mates, largely from General As-
semhbly financial analysts, the
surplus will exceed 5300 million.

The governor's budget staff
plays down that figure, saying it
i5 probably exaggerated. But
they agree there will be a surplus
— just in time for the 1998 elec-
tion.

W Sean Scully covers Maryland
politics for The Washingion
Times.

Write now -
Want to sound off on lo-
cal affairs? Send your
inign to Metropolitan
ices, The Washington
Times, 3600 New York
Ave. NE, Washington, D.C.
20002, Or you can jax us

at 202/832-0659.
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