¥ he had come to bury her parents, but
14-vear-old Kara Beth Borden surely
knew that she herself would be the
object of much scrutiny. Less than a week
after Mike and Cathy Borden, 50, were mur-
dered in their home in Lititz, Pa., allegedly by
Kara's boyfriend, David Ludwig, 18, the wispy-
blonde teenager wandered barefoot in a peas-
ant skirt at the Good Shepherd Chapel in near-
by Lancaster on Nov. 19 embracing friends
and family at the funeral. For all the heartache
of the occasion, Kara remained composed-
even smiling. “She could be angryin a couple
of weeks,” says her friend Dalton Bauder, 13.
“Wow I think she's kind of avoiding it.”

But there was no laying to rest the trou-
bling questions that continued to swirl
around the case, Was Kara an innocent vic-
fim? Orwere the two homeschooled, church-
going teens complicit in the erime? Though
police had initially said they were treating
Kara as a victim, on Nov. 21 they abruptly
dropped the kidnapping charges against Lud-
wig, saying that she had gone willingly with
him. But Robert Beyer, the attorney for Kara,
said he did not expect charges to be filed
against her, suggesting that a young girl who
has seen her parents murdered should not be
held to blame. “I'm not going to argue” with
the prosecutor, says Beyer. “She’s still a vic-
tim. We're on the same side.”

She was, at the very least, a child who got
in way over her head. According to police,
Kara had told her parents she was at asleep-
over at a girlfriend’s house. But when she
arrived home on Sunday morning, Now. 13, at
6 a.m. she was confronted by her parents,
who suspected that she had in fact spent the
night with Ludwig, Summoning Ludwig to
the house, they spent the next 45 minutes
or so voicing their displeasure over the rela-
tionship and telling Ludwig he could no
longer see Kara. Tempers started to flare,
Then, as Mike escorted Ludwig to the front
door, the boy pulled out a handgun and shot
him in the back of the head, as Kara's 15-
vear-old sister Katelyn looked on in horror,
Within seconds he allegedly pumped a sin-
gle bullet into Cathy’s head; her body was
later found still sitting in a sofa chair with a
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“She was
generally kind
of the life of
the party,”
says Pastor
Kevin
Eshleman

of Kara (inan
undated
phota).

AN ARGUMENT OVER 14-YEAR-OLD
KARA BETH BORDEN’S ROMANCE
WITH DAVID LUDWIG, 18, EXPLODES,
LEAVING HER PARENTS DEAD, A
PENNSYLVANIA TOWN REELING—AND A
LOT OF UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
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