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Another kind of speaker

Readmg clerk i blg talkﬁr in House
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ANNAPOLIS — The most dis-
tinctive and authoritative voice
of the Maryland House of Dele-
gates belongs not to the House
speaker or any of his powerful
lieutenants, but w a 23-year-old
law smudent known simply as
William

Willlam Honablew Jr. is the
reading clerk of the House, It is
his job to read the endless lists of
bills, resolutions, motions and
anpouncements that clog the
daily session. He reads in a
unique style reminiscent of an
auctioneer. It is a rapid-fire
monotone that is almost hyp-
notic.

“Every reading clerk comes to
ﬂ‘IB podium with his own style”
| Mr. Honablew said with a shrug
and a shy smile when pressed o
explain his delivery.

S0 skilled a ralker is Mr.
Honablew that he once ma
to blast through the entire
141-name roll of the House in
just over 90 seconds.

And every name was intelligi-
ble.

For his trouble, he received a
vigorows round of applause —
the first time in anyone’s mem-
ory that a reading clerk has re-
cerved the unanimous approval
of the House.

“He's really done well” said
Delegate Jehn Acnick, Baltimore
County Democrat. “The kid's got
real drive. ... He started off a
litthe bit on the shy and awloward
side and he's done sowell. Every-
body appreciates that.”

Funny thing is, other than the
two years he has spent as clerk,
Mr. Honablew has no formal ex-

ience as a reader. He learned
Hﬁ fast-talking ways as a child.
He and his cousins would
John Moschitta, the lightning-
tounged itch man made famous
by a series of Federal Express
television ads in the 19805,
L l thought that was really
y, how Fast he talked,” Mr
Ei:w said.

ﬂut he stumbled on the House
reading job by accident. After
graduating from the University
of Maryland with a political sci-
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RAeading clerk William Honablew Jv. gives the Housa ol Dalagal.sa an earful with his rapid-fire dalivery.

WILLIAM
HONABLEW JR.

Reading clerk, Maryland
House of Delegales

Bom: July 4, 1973, in
Washingion, D.C.

Education: B.A., political
scaaw;&'[mml]'l.&mbmrﬂjl

Carear: Housa

clark, 1996 and 1997 i

Ganaral Assembly Se550ns

Family: Wila Lyn; son,

William 111, Bm?“tlﬁ.
Tha Veashngien Times

ence degree, he decided to look
for a job as a legislative analyst
with the General Assembly.
Chief Clerk Mary Monahan no-
ticed some computer experience
on his resume and decided to try
him out in ber office — the only
male on staff. _

And after a single reading test

on the microphone, Mr. Hona-
blew had found a new home.

“I love working with
Speaker Casper Taylor],” Mr.
Honablew seid. "1 guess we've
built up a kind of timing."

The speaker says Mr. Hona-
blew helps to keep the daily Ses-
sion moving forward smoo#-lr.

“1 think we have a good chem-
istry — timing and body lan-
puage,” said Mr. Taylar, ¥
County Democral.

hr. Honablew, who makes

lative session, said he plans to
keep reading for the House for
the time being. Eventually, how-
ever, he wanis to fnish his de-
gree at the University of Mary-
land Law School and take up
some sort of public-interest law:
That drive comes in part from
his past. Growing up in the Dis-
trict and in Prince George's
County, he said he saw poor and
uneducated people abused be-
cause they didn't understand the
lawe

But his desire to practice law
is partly shaped by his experi-

ence in Annapolis — seeing the

workings of a citizen legislature.

Rather than becoming cynical or

ia:hd by his fArsthand view of
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“People don't realize that the
e s
peo toh Was young,
thought the only way you could
talk to a politician is if you had a
lot of money and a lot of lever-
age,"” be said.

Inztead, he said, he has seen

es who are, by and large,
régular people — accessible,
htful and commitied to

their job.

My Honablew's admiration for
the institution has translated into
an evident wonder that he has a
}:Ihmc'-a tobe an important part of

“These people are leading the

state,” he said, gesturing toward
the empty House chamber, “and
I'm reading to them.”

W.Jjohr Haydon coniributed to
this article.

With clock winding

down,

lawmakers feeling fuzzy

EEE Sean Scully
THE WA Es raG T08 TiES

AMNNAPOLIS — this podnt
in the session, me rs of the

Maryland General Assembly
seem o operate on aulomalic pi-
lot some of the time. With only
two weeks to po before ad-
journment of the 90-day sesshon,
the final days have become an
indistinguishable blur of voting
zessions and committee meet-

m?.; the space of two hours, the
House of Delegales sometimes

dispatches 50 or more bills — the

" titles begin to sound the same

and the subjects become hard 1o
distinguish.

It's easy to get lost in thought
and miss & whole series of litthe
bills.

Delegates scramble to the
restroom with unseemly haste
lest they miss a vole.

The monotony is broken only
bry the handful of bills that gen-

erale debate.

“I'll vote for anything, as hmE
as the next 11 days
Delegate Raymond B{luam

m:q County Republican, on
nesday. "It starts to be be-
yond the realm of human ability.
You take one battle at a time and
you're not even worried about
the big picture”

Delegates do nearly anything
to keep their energy up during
the endless sessions.

On Friday, Delegate Clarence
Davis, Baltimore Democrat,
called over a page and pointed
him toward the House lounge.

‘”There.'s this big jar of candy,”

said, pesturing with a serious-
n&ss wsually reserved for the
business of state. “There are
these ones with silver wrappers
— thase are chocolate. Get me
two of these and, uh, a pepper-
minL”

Mr. Davis slumped back con-
tentedly as the page hurried off.
Noticing tJJu nearby press corps

was up for an athletic
event. * s, gotta get some
energy.”
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