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Future looks bright: Newly commissioned Ensign Tiffany Hatfield shows off her diploma at yesterday's Naval Academy commencement.

Former midshipmen say academy
may be too smart for its own good

From the top: Gen. John
Shalikashvili congratulates
3rd Company Midshipman

Matthew James Duffy.
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The dean of admissions at the
Naval Academy likes to joke to his
friends from the Class of 1955 that
“there’s no way we could have got-
ten in here” today, given the high

academic caliber of the current ,

brigade.

Statistics from Dean of Admis-
sions Jack Renard's office show
that the percentage of midship-
men who graduated in the top 20
percent of their high school
classes rose from 68 percent in
1960 to 80 percent today.

Graduation rates have improved
from 73 percent to just over 80
percent in 1995. Scholastic Assess-
ment Tests scores of incoming

midshipmen have remained fairly
steady since the mid-1960s, at

slightly more than 1,200 points on _

a 1,600-point scale.

S0 what's wrong with the acad-
emy? Well, it may have gotten too
smart for its own good.

Many graduates and academy
watchers say at least a part of the
problem is that military discipline
has slipped since the 1960s, when
the ‘academy began t place a
greater emphasis on academic
freedom and lost sight of its mis-
sion as a military academy.

“For a while there, we were go-
ing out to compete [with civilian
colleges] for students with the

. highest SAT scores,” said retired

Adm. Leon “Bud™ Edney, a 1957
graduate and the commandant

from 1981 to 1984.
“There has always been a pull

between acgdemics and military

at the MNaval Academy” former
Navy Secretary James H. Webb
Jr, a 1968 graduate, said. “Do we
want to be MIT on the Severn
[River] or a fundamentally mili-
tary school?"

The academy — which boasts
its honor code forbidding midship-
men to lie, cheat or steal — was
rocked by the worst cheating scan-
dal in its history in 1993, when 133
midshipmen were accused of
cheating on an electrical engineer-
ing exam.

In the last year, one current and
four former midshipmen were

see ACADEMY, page A6
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